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About the Fondation Maison
des Sciences de 'Homme

Founded in 1963, the Fondation Maison des Sciences de 'Homme
(FMSH) fosters research in the humanities and social sciences, aiming
to deepen our understanding of past, present, and future worlds while
addressing the common challenges facing humanity. As a recognized
public utility foundation, the FMSH develops programs and services
that benefit scientific communities worldwide, accelerating the crea-
tion and dissemination of knowledge on a global scale.

Driven by the belief that pluralism and the free exchange of knowledge
are fundamental to advancing inclusive and sustainable societies, the
FMSH pursues its mission with a threefold ambition:

>> Explore new areas of knowledge to help understand our societies
and how they evolve,

>> Stimulate scientific debate and informing public discourse to
facilitate decision making and action on the great challenges

of our time,

>> Democratize access to knowledge to foster critical thinking and
combat misinformation.

www.fmsh.fr
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Support the Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14:
Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development
Third UN Ocean Conference, Nice, June 9 — 13, 2025

Summary Ocean is a crucial issue for the future of humanity and the planet. The contribution of Humanities
and Social Sciences to raise awareness and expand knowledge, as well as to engineer practical solutions
to sustainability and conservation of oceans, is a key issue expected to be raised during the 2025 United
Nations Ocean Conference in Nice. The Fondation Maison des Sciences de I'Homme, as a major institution
in the Humanities and Social Sciences, founded in 1963 by Fernand Braudel, the world renowned historian
and social scientist author of The Mediterranean, is committed to: funding research on Ocean in the Huma-
nities and Social Science, build a global network of public and private institutions to support this goal, part of
the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development in the framework of the Sustai-
nable Development Goals set by the United Nations.

Context and challenges

This position paper is a contri-
bution on behalf of the Fonda-
tion Maison des Sciences de
I'Homme (FMSH) to the online
stakeholder consultation for the
2025 United Nations Ocean
Conference in Nice.

As a foundation we are deeply
committed to sustainability and
conservation of oceans and be-
lieveintherole ofsciencetoreach
the Sustainable Development
Goals set by the United Nations.
The Permanent Representatives
of Costa Rica and France called
upon stakeholders to contribute
to the themes of the Ocean Ac-
tion Panels, and these include a
strong scientific dimension (h):
“Increasing ocean-related scien-
tific  cooperation, knowledge,
capacity building, marine tech-

nology, and education to stren-
gthen the science-policy inter-
face for ocean health”.

With a mission to foster the
Humanities and Social Sciences
on a global scale, the Fon-
dation Maison des Sciences
de I'Homme is committed to
sponsor advanced research to
break the limitations of current
knowledge. It is deeply attached
to the tradition of interdiscipli-
nary research set by its foun-
der, Fernand Braudel, author of
a groundbreaking masterpiece:
The Mediterranean’.

1 Fernand Braudel (1949), La Méditerranée
et le monde méditerranéen a I'époque de
Philippe II. Paris : Armand Colin.
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Increasing ocean-related scientific cooperation,
knowledge, capacity building, marine technology,
and education to strengthen the science-policy

interface for ocean health

In 2025, the Fondation Maison des Sciences de
I'Homme will be launching its program on Oceans
to fund research projects in the Humanities and
Social Sciences. This is a major step in implemen-
ting its five-year road map. Based on pilot studies
funded through its past program on Ecological
transition and social justice, ending in 2024, we
trust in the momentum to sponsor research on
Ocean. To achieve the overall goal 14, we be-
lieve that building and disseminating scientific
knowledge about the crucial contribution of ocean
to human and social development, historical,
economic, political, cultu-

pacity building should drastically be increased
within five years, in order to raise the level of fu-
ture research-based actions. Altogether the role
of science, scientists, and scientific research has
been critically stressed in launching the UNOC
initiative. We believe that the contribution of Hu-
manities and Social Sciences is still undervalued
given the Human-Ocean complex. Confident in
its leadership role in this field, the Fondation Mai-
son des Sciences de I'Homme intends to make a
difference in the next five years calling for a raising
awareness of the meaning of ocean for Humanity.

UNOC 2025 is an oppor-

ral, etc., is crucial to raise
awareness of  peoples
and individuals, govern-
ments and leaders, firms
and organizations about
necessary actions for its
preserve and sustainable
use. We are convinced
that perception of longue

Funding innovative research in the
Humanities and Social
to increase awareness of the past,
present and future of oceans by
public and private actors.

tunity to build an alliance
for research and capacity
building for a global ocean
science for the concluding
of the United Nations De-
cade of Ocean Science for
Sustainable Development
(2021-2030).

Sciences

Research on Ocean in the

durée, a concept coined
by Fernand Braudel in The
Mediterranean, is an engine of education of pre-
sent and future generations for the greater good of
oceans and the planet.

As part of its School of sustainability, the Univer-
sity of Stanford created an Oceans Department,
and several university structures and degrees
were also initiated across the world comprising
Humanities and Social Sciences, including in
France at Sciences Po and littoral universities
such as La Rochelle (EU-CONEXUS) and Bre-
tagne occidentale (SEA-EU). We believe that ca-

Humanities and Social
Sciences has developed in several directions from
the early works of Fernand Braudel to the more re-
cent book of David Abulafia, The Boundless Sea: A
Human Historyofthe Oceans’,includinglandmarks
such as Nicholas Thomas: Islanders: The Pacific in
the Age of Empire?. Recent calls for more systema-

1 David Abulafia (2019), The Boundless Sea: A Human History of the
Oceans. London: Allen Lane Publisher.

2 Nicholas Thomas (2011), Islanders: The Pacific in the Age of
Empire. Yale: Yale University Press.




tic and interdisciplinary research on maritime world are gaining some echoes'.
We believe that research can play a key role at the frontiers of Life and Natural
Sciences and Human and Social Sciences to cast light on complex phenome-
non of interactions embedded in the Ocean (systems of beliefs, circulations of
goods, organizations of resources, etc.), and also of imbalance resulting from
exploitation, negligence, deregulation, etc. Law, Politics, Economics, Sociolo-
gy, Geography, History, Archeology, Philosophy, Languages are, among other
disciplines of the Humanities and Social Sciences, likely to contribute to in-
creasing knowledge about past, present and future ocean.

In recent surveys, it appears that “there is a clear need for integrated funding
for inter- and transdisciplinary research that brings together researchers and
practitioners from across the broadest definition of ocean science and re-
search” (McKinley et al., 2022: 15). This position paper argues that research
funding is critical. A broad effort should be made to reach a financially sus-
tainable framework for the development of Humanities and Social Sciences
addressing oceans both as an emergency issue (ecological and societal) and
as a way of life. To meet this challenge the Fondation Maison des Sciences de
I'Homme is ready to take action, and commit to a collective agenda that could
be discussed during the conference as part of the Ocean Action Panels.

Initiatives
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As a platform for connecting scientific communities, the Fondation Maison des
Sciences de 'Homme forges cooperative tools and programs that promote

diverse and inclusive thinking. The foundation has also developed unrivalled
expertise in the dissemination of research. It ensures that everyone has access
to the scientific knowledge they need to take action and bring about positive

change in our society.

International research networks in the fields of Climate and
Environment

This program aims to support the creation or strengthening of international
research networks in the «Climate and Environment» fields to enable scientific
communities to be more structured, collaborate, and give greater visibility to
their work. Participation of life & earth sciences disciplines in the supported
networks is strongly encouraged. In this context, the FMSH supports the inter-
national BeachAccess network that examines the conflicts over appropriation
and use to which beaches are subject in the context of global warming and
sea-level rise in three maritime fronts.

1 Emma McKinley, Rachel Kelly, Mary Mackay, Rebecca Shellock, Christopher Cvitanovic, Ingrid van
Putten (2022), “Development and expansion in the marine social sciences: Insights from the global com-
munity”, iScience 25, 1-20; Emma McKinley, Tim Acott, Katherine L. Yates (2020), “Marine social sciences:
Looking towards a sustainable future”, Environmental Science and Policy 108, 85-92
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BeachAccess (2024-2026)
The ‘lure of the seaside’ under ecological pressure: Beach access between
environmental justice and coastal protection

Abstract:

Considering sandy beaches as both desirable social spaces and vulnerable li-
ving ecosystems, this network examines the conflicts over appropriation and
use to which they are subject in the context of global warming and sea-level
rise. Drawing on the tension between the demand for public access to the
coastline as a recreational “common good” on the one hand, and the impera-
tive to protect it as a “natural habitat” on the other, we aim to shed light on the
political and scientific issues, environmental disturbances and social conflicts
raised by coastal squeeze. By examining local configurations in Brazil, the
United States and France, on three maritime fronts (Atlantic, Pacific, Medi-
terranean), we use a comparative approach, both theoretical and practical, to
discuss the hypothesis of a dual global movement of (coastal) enclosure and
(managed) retreat.

Discipline: Political social sciences, Sociology, Law, Economy,
Coastal Geology and Oceanography, Biology

Amount awarded: €26 000 for 3 years

Geographical distribution:

Brazil

e Simone de Araujo Pereira (Federal University of Sergipe - UFS)

e \Wanderson José Francisco Gomes (Federal University of Sergipe - UFS)

e Flavia Moraes Lins de Barros (Federal University of Rio de Janeiro - UFRJ)
e (Cae Rodrigues (Federal University of Sergipe - UFS)

e Varlei Rui Ertel (Federal University of Santa Catarina - UFSC)

e FEliene da Silva (Federal University of Sergipe - UFS)

e Marina de Souza Sartore (Federal University of Sergipe - UFS)

United States (California)
e Marc Beyeler (Beach Erosion Authority for Clean Oceans
and Nourishment - BEACON)
e FElena Eger (Mountains Recreation & Conservation Authority - MRCA)
e (Charles Lester (Ocean and Coastal Policy Center - UC Santa Barbara)
e Kiki Patsch (California State University Channel Islands - CSUCI)
e Mario Sandoval (Mountains Recreation & Conservation Authority - MRCA)

France

e |sabelle Bruno (University of Lille, CERAPS)
e Victor Loth (University of Lille, CERAPS)

e (Grégory Salle (CNRS, Clersé)

e Clio Simon (La Malterie, Lille)




Arts & Humanities and Social Sciences

The Arts-HSS program aims to foster dialogue between the world of artistic
creation and the world of research in the humanities and social sciences. The
projects supported and the collaborations forged aim to develop reflection on
the arts, but also to shed new light on research through artistic practices. The
Arts and SHS program’s call for projects and call for research residencies are
therefore open to all disciplines in the humanities and social sciences, and to
all artistic practices, to encourage interaction. The FMSH supports projects
that are in the incubation phase, and that have an international dimension and
are open to networks.

Charisma (2022-2024)

Abstract:

The research project Charisma explore the links between our coastal societies
and large cetaceans. The decision to base the project in the Basque Region
stems as much from the region’s heritage as its contemporary activities: once
a hunting area, the South-West of France is now home to several conservation
organizations with close ties to local cetacean colonies. Since the days of in-
tensive whaling, the whale has been the bearer of fire: its oil was used for ligh-
ting and was a fundamental resource for the nascent industrialization. This fire
has become above all symbolic and emotional: a protected, “charismatic” ani-
mal, its presence as much as its absence moves and brings people together.
From those magisterial bodies seen or heard at sea, to the dramatic corpses
found stranded, to the reconstructed bodies on display in museums, we ex-
plore the common history we share with these animals of such special statusin
our physical, imaginary and social worlds. We seek out informal, scientific and
cumulative knowledge to understand this complex relationship between ex-
ploitation and fascination. The outcome of this Arts and Humanities fieldwork
will be a creative documentary.

Discipline: Anthropology, Film and Media Studies, Environmental Studies
Amount awarded: €15,355 for 2 years

Geographical distribution: France, United Kingdom

Coordinator:
Vanessa Manceron, CNRS

Project team:

Vanessa Manceron (CNRS)

Fabien Clouette (EHESS and LESC)

Jeremie Brugidou (Imera and LESC)

Graham Huggan (University of Leeds)

Sophia Nicolov (post-doctoral researcher) at the University of Leeds
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Engaging the public

The Fondation Maison des Sciences de I'Homme promote ideas and achie-
vements in the humanities and social sciences through events, talks, books,
videos and podcasts.

French science Festival: ocean of knowledge

OnOctober 10,2024, the FMSH organize an event, part of the national science
day, that will feature a vibrant mix of discussions, artistic performances, and
documentary screenings. It will illuminate diverse perspectives on the ocean
and our enduring relationship with this multifaceted environment.

From October 7 to 11, this event will feature an oceanic walk, offering visitors
the opportunity to see and hear the lively underwater world.

The event is organized in partnership with Canal-U, the francophone audiovi-
sual platform for higher education and research.

Canal-U gives a direct online access to media contents on “Environment
and sustainable development”

Canal-U offers a wealth of contents on “Environment and sustainable
development” issues. Oceans is one of the possible entries offering multiple
free resources to teachers and students who wish to learn about environmen-
tal and societal issues, as well as a wider audience interested in scientifically
controlled contents for higher education and research. As a platform, Canal-U
more generally offers a key asset for disseminating knowledge, raising awar-
eness of different audiences about the preservation of the oceans, the role
scientific knowledge across the disciplines, constantly renewing up to date
contents thanks to numerous contributing research institutes and universities.

Created in 2001, Canal-U is the key francophone audiovisual platform for hi-
gher education and research. It is supported by the Ministry of Higher Educa-
tion and Research, and managed by the Fondation Maison des Sciences de
I'Homme. Open to all knowledge-producing institutions, Canal-U is designed
to host, enrich and distribute videos and podcasts produced by the scientific
community.

Today, with more than 370 channels, 25,000 speakers and 50,000 resources,
Canal-U offers free access to a multidisciplinary media collection, richly docu-
mented and of high scientific quality. By allowing the audiovisual broadcast of
interviews, conferences, symposia, documentaries and courses, Canal-U faci-
litates the wide dissemination of university knowledge.
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Acronyms and Abbreviations

HSS  Humanities ans Social Sciences

To find out more

> International networks in HSS - FMSH programme

> Arts & HSS - FMSH programme

> National science day

> Canal-U - The audiovisual platform for higher education and research
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